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Women’s Sailing Committee Report 2008 

This year marks the 30th year that the Women’s Sailing Committee [WSC] has been in existence. 
It also marks the end of it’s time as a stand alone committee within ISAF. 

In 2008 the Council after extensive consultation voted to dissolve the committee, and integrate the 
committee’s work with every other ISAF committee. To ensure no loss of women’s input twenty 
percent of committee nominees are required to be women in the period 2008-2012. The Women’s 
Forum has been given new Terms of Reference. They will allow for the making of submissions, 
and allow the forum to act as an advisory and reporting group on women’s issues to all ISAF 
committees. Duplication has therefore been eliminated. Interestingly as an illustration of the 
increasing role of women within ISAF seven of the thirteen Vice-President nominees in 2008 are 
women. 

Initially the WSC included men within its membership, but gradually over the years men ceased to 
be nominated to the committee. Thomas Holc was the last male member serving between 1990-
1994. Others on earlier committees and still involved in ISAF are Bob Fisher, Sergio Gaibbisso, 
Carlo Rolandi, Levante Nagy, as well as women members Theresa Zabell, Jane Moon, Nazli Imre, 
and Cory Sertl. 

The first Chairman of the WSC was Frieda Vollebregt of Holland, 1978-1982, and she had two 
Vice-Chairmen, Beecher Moore of Great Britain and Helen Ingerson of the United States. Other 
Chairmen have been, Hanne Bense, Germany,1983-1990, Nucci Novi Ceppellini, Italy, 1990-1998, 
Teresa Whelan, Great Britain,1998-2004, and Adrienne Greenwood, New Zealand, 2004-2008. 

One of the longest serving Chairman Nucci Novi Ceppellini passed away this year and I would like 
to record the committee’s sadness at the loss of a much loved and hard working past member of 
the committee. All members that have served on the WSC would I know wish me to record their 
thanks for the wonderful inspiration Nucci was to all women members of ISAF and to extend our 
collective sympathy to her husband and family. 

This year marks the closing of one chapter in the role of women in ISAF, but surely opens another 
for the years ahead.  

My sincere thanks to Vice-Chairman Anna Andreadis and all members of the committee for their 
support and goodwill over the past four years. 

 

Adrienne Greenwood 
Chairman, Women’s Sailing Committee 
 


